Guest column:

Jon Wiley

Anderson Twp.
already wins
with new trail

There i1 a new gathering place
in our town, and it offers a lesson
in what makes good communitics.
It i= a 2 5-mile long gathering
place called the Five Mile Trail,
and Anderson Township's official
ribbon-cutting for the trail is to-
day. Even before today, you
couldn't by it without seeing peo-

ple using it.
Technically,
Five Mile Trail is
considered part
of the transporta-
tion system, but
it's really much
more than that.
Pedestrian-
iriendly trails
like this one become rallying
points for communities. In fact,
community trails ke this get
uzed as much for recreation, exer-
cize and enhancing quality of life
as transportation. They are huge
for joggers and kids rding bikes.
The Five Mile Trail threads
through woods and climbs hilly
terrain but is designed to be ac-
cessible for everyone within this
residential commaunity.
Fart of this trail runs along Five
Mile Hﬂiﬂﬂnng the I.raililislh
name, but ique of this
trail is the mhﬂ?d mﬁnr.'f‘he
hilly, wooded terrain was part of
the beauty and part of the chal-
lenge in creating the trail The
hills were a big design challenge,
but they help to minimize the
view of houses, and for most of
the trail you'll feel as if you are in
the woods. We were pleased the
design won a transportation im-
t award from the Ameri-
can Society of Highway Engi-
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Freeided phoba

An serial view of the new Five Mile Trail shows how it was designed
to be close, but not too close, to houses.

neers, but the real reward is
seeing how people of the commu-
nity have rallied to the trail
Longer trails like the Loveland
Trail are terrific for a day's outing,
but people want a place close o
home where they can go out for a
short ride with the family any day
of the week. It's a place where
they will see neighbors out for o
walk or ride. That helps knit com-
The economics of such trafls
make sense, ton. When people are
making one of the biggest invest-
ments of their lives - buying a

home = they understand the value
of trails. Homes with trails close
by are more highly valued; when
people build new homes, many
choose (o build near trails.

Owr region has many vacant
rail lines and unused roadway cor-
ridors that could be transformed
into beautiful trails to enhance our
COMmmnities,

Jor Wiley, a professional engineer
with KZF Desigm Inc., was pardof
the feam that planmed and de-
signed Five Mile Trail. He lives in
Anderson Township,




